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About this Songbook

Those who play ukulele often want to sing -- and those who sing often want
to play ukulele. For beginners however, "putting it all together" can be an
overwhelming challenge. That’s why we provide this simple approach
where song lyrics directly line up with simple strumming patterns, making it
super easy to sing while playing!

All songs use common Chords Symbols are labeled
open position” chords above the staff, making it
which are easy to learnand easy to follow chord progressions
widely used on the ukulele / while playing songs
G D
Standard

Notation

P
)
Jol - ly old Saint /Nic 3 ho - las,
Ukulele

Tablature [ x 3 : J2—] 2
Notation (B¢ 6 A 3
Bear: 1 2 3 4 1 \ 3 4
The “beat” is labeled gong lyrics directly line up
under each bar of music with sim i,e strumming patterns,
to help you follow the maRing it easy to sing
basic strumming pattern wﬁile playing

'~ The vocal melody is shown in standard notation and aligned
| with song lyrics.

" N- Chords are shown as chord symbols and in Ukulele
Tablature notation.

N> You can learn new chords shapes and fingerings using
Chord Fingering Diagrams in the Appendix (page 78).



About Ukulele Tablature

Ukulele Tablature (TAB) visually matches the layout of the instrument, using four
horizontal lines to represent the ukulele’s four strings. Along with chord diagrams,
TAB is one of the primary ways ukulele players read music, so understanding TAB is

essential for learning the ukulele.

With ukulele TAB, the top line represents the string closest to your face, and the
bottom line represents the string closest to the floor when holding the ukulele. TAB
shows which frets to press and which strings to strum.

G

Jol - ly old Saint
Press Frets 2 and 3

——2 2 1
A 5 5] 2
B 0 5 :
Line / String
Numbers

When reading ukulele TAB, remember these key points:

1. A “0” on a line means the string is played open — strummed without pressing any fret.
2. Any number other than “0” shows which fret to press on that string.

3. If there’s no number on a line, that string isn’t played.

Chord fingerings in TAB format, along with
photos, for all the chords in this book can
be found in the Appendix (page 78).



Alternate Strumming Patterns

*When you're ready, you can try more advanced strumming patterns with any song. On
the top right corner of page 2 for each song, you'll find a recommended pattern from
the list below.

*Follow the arrows (Down J,, Up 1) for strumming-hand directions—each pattern
shows one bar of music.
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All Through the Night

Strum Pattern 4
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Angels We Have Heard on High

Srum Pattern 4
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Auld Lang Syne

Strum Pattern 4
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Away in a Manger

Strum Pattern 8
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